Human Geography

Chapter 1, Rubenstein

A. Geography defined:

a. “Earth writing”

b. “Scientific study of the location of people and activities across the earth’s surface and the reasons for their distribution”

B. Two major branches of geography:

a. Physical – why and where natural forces occur

1. climatology (distribution of climate)

2. geomorphology (distribution of landforms)

3. biogeography (distribution of plants and animals)

b. Human or Cultural – where and why do people live and behave 

1. political (political boundaries and theories)

2. economics (distribution of economies)

3. religion (distribution of religions)

C. Important concepts in geography:

a. Space – absolute, relative, and relational

b. Location – position on surface

1. absolute

2. relative

c. Site – physical location of a place

d. Situation – relative location of a place

e. Time – when, how long

f. Spatial interaction – interdependence of people in different areas

g. Diffusion – the spreading of an innovation or object

h. Scale – size – either absolute or relative

i. Region  - distinguishable area

1. formal/uniform/homogeneous – area with one or more shared characteristics (e.g. France)

2. functional/nodal – area organized around a focal point (e.g. New York city)

3. vernacular – perceptional region (e.g. “South”)


J. Culture – a body of customary beliefs, material traits, and social traits that make a distinct tradition of a group of people.

1. language

2. religion

3. ethnicity  - common cultural values and physical traits

4. gender

5. sexual orientation

6. race

K. Cultural ecology – human-environmental interaction (e.g. forced eviction of Navajo and Hopis by US government by Feb. 1, 2000 from Black Mesa, Arizona. Gov. says this is to settle land dispute between Navajo and Hopis, but world richest deposit of coal on this land)

D. History of Modern Geography

a. Modern geography began with:

1. Alexander von Humboldt (1769-1859)

2. Carl Ritter (1779-1859)

b. Took geography from descriptive to answering “why”

c. From this, theory of environmental determinism developed:

1. physical environment caused social development

2. theory no longer valid – possibilism
d. Regional or cultural landscape approach to geography

1. Began in mid –19th to early 20th century

1. everything on landscape is related

2. geographers should observe both physical & social characteristics of a location

e. Today the foundation for geographical studies is:

1. Human-environmental relationships

2. Regional approach to studying this
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