Chapter 8, Political Geography

Rubenstein

A. Globalization – an important political trend particularly in the Post-Cold War era.

1. Cold War was between democracy (USA) and communism (former USSR) – arms buildup in both countries

2. After fall of USSR in 1991, Cold War was officially over

3. Now most of world is coming together economically, politically, and even militarily

4. This has resulted in a loss of cultural diversity – i.e. go to Guam, an island in the South Pacific, and find a Hard Rock Café

5. Further, the standard for globalization is usually set in the USA

a). This can be a source of resentment to other cultures

b). Look at it this way – would you want to emulate Shi’ite Muslim ways?

Key Issue #1: Where are states located?

B. State – An area organized into a political unit and ruled by a government that controls internal and foreign affairs

1. States occupy space (territory) and have boundaries

2. States have sovereignty – which means they control their own internal affairs

3. States are good examples of formal or uniform regions

4. A synonym for state is country – i.e. don’t confuse the state of Colorado with the formal definition of a state – Colorado is not a formal state!

5. Sometimes it is questionable whether or not an area is a true state (according to our definition)

a). Example is Korea:


1). Two countries? North (communistic, controlled by Russia) and South (democratic, controlled by USA)


2). In 1950, North Korea invaded South Korea and started the Korean War


3). Cease-fire in 1953, but still 2 countries


4). 1992, UN admitted both N and S Korea as separate states


5). South Korea is doing much better economically than North


6). North Korea has nuclear weapons

b). Example – China and Taiwan


1). Two parties in China (Nationalists and Communists) after fall of Manchu Dynasty


2). Civil war resulted, in 1949, Nationalists led by Chiang Chi-shek fled to island of Taiwan and established the Republic of China.


3). On mainland China, Mao Zedong established People’s Republic of China


4). China is recognized by UN, but Taiwan is not recognized as a state

c). Example – Antarctica


1). Only large landmass not part of a sovereign state


2). Several states claim territory, but not recognized by USA, Russia, or others


3). Are research stations on Antarctica

C. Size of states

1. Largest is Russia – 11% of world’s landmass – 17.1 million square kilometers

2. Smallest (microstates) is Monaco – 1.5 sq. kilometers

D. Development of the state

1. Concept of dividing earth into independent states has been only since 1800s

2. Idea of modern states started in Europe

3. First states that pre-date modern states were city-states

a). Found first in Mesopotamia

b). Are sovereign states that comprise a town and surrounding country

c). Cities and agricultural area surrounded by walls

d). Greeks had city-states and it is said to have contributed to its downfall (no political union)

4. Roman Empire – height of political unity in ancient world

5. Kingdoms followed fall of Roman Empire

6. Colonization next

a). Colonization mostly by European states

b). Colonization is an effort for one country to establish settlements and to impose political, economic, and cultural principles on another’s territory (territory is either unsettled or sparsely settled)

c). Colonies established to promote Christianity (God)

d). Colonies established to provide resources (Gold)

e). Number of colonies an indicator of power (Glory)

7. Law of Diminishing Returns

a). Basically says that eventually a country needs more colonies to supply them with resources


8. Imperialism – control of territory already occupied and organized by an indigenous society

9. Largest colonial empire established by United Kingdom

a). British often created colonial governments that allowed colonies to retain some of their own culture

b). Effective for British

10. Independence for most British colonies after WWII

11. Most populous remaining colony is Puerto Rico – a Commomwealth of the USA

Key Issue #2 – Where are boundaries drawn between states?

F. Boundaries are invisible lines drawn that delineate a state’s territory

1. Types of boundaries:

a). Physical – mountains, rivers, deserts, etc.

b).Political

c). Cultural

d). Religious

e). Race

f). Language

G. 5 basic shapes of states:

1. Compact – efficient governing – e.g. Cambodia

2. Prorupted – access or disruption - compact state with a large projecting extension – e.g. – Thailand

3. Elongated – isolation – length must be 6 times width – e.g. Vietnam

4. Fragmented – state separated by another state or water – e.g. USA

5. Perforated – A state that completely surrounds another – e.g. South Africa

H. Landlocked states

1. Usually disadvantaged because no outlet to sea/ocean for trading purposes

2. Landlocked states most common in Africa

Key Issue #3 - Why do boundaries between states cause problems?

I. One state may contain different ethnic groups

1. E.g. Cyprus

2. Two ethnic groups – Turks and Greek

3. Island is closer to Turkey, but Greeks occupy 78% of Cyprus

4. Cyprus gained independence from Britain in 1960 and guaranteed Turks would have a say in government, education, etc. 

5. 1974 – Greeks seized government control

6. Turkey responded by invading Cyprus and gaining control over 37% of island

7. Now a buffer zone and Turks live in northeast and Greeks in southwest

J. Single ethnic group can live in several areas

1. Armenians living in Armenia and Azerbaijan

2. Armenians have lived in this area for 3000 years

3. Became Christian in 303 AD and lived many centuries in a Christian area under Turkish Muslim rule

4. Turks killed hundreds of thousands of Armenians

5. After WWI, Armenia got their own state, but was subsequently divided by Russia and Turkey in 1921

6. Armenia gained independence in 1991

7. But Armenians and Azerbaijanis have been at war since 1988

8. Conflict mostly over Armenians living in Nagorno-Karabakh under Azerbaijanis rule

K. Russia – largest multinational state

1. Russia recognizes 39 nationalities, but many want independence

2. One in particular, the Chechens, are Sunnis, speak a Caucasian language, and have distinct social customs

3. Chechens claimed independence in 1991 as USSR collapsed

4. Russia invaded in late 1994 and in 1999

5. Chechnya contains petroleum and Russia wants stability in order to protect foreign oil companies

Key Issue #4  Why do states cooperate with each other?

L. Political, economic, and military cooperation

1. During Cold War era, after late 1940s to early 1990s, many states joined United Nations in an effort to prevent WWIII

2. UN established in 1945 with 49 states – now have 185 states

3. Switzerland and Taiwan are obvious exceptions (not in UN)

4. During 1990s, UN became peace keeping force – especially in Middle East, Eastern Europe and Sub-Saharan Africa

5. Other organizations include:

a). NATO (16 Democratic states including USA and Canada)

b). OAS (Organization of American States) – includes all states in Western hemisphere except Canada and Cuba which was excluded after Cuban missile crisis in 1962

c). OAU (Organization for African Unity) – includes all African states except South Africa

d). European Union (formerly known as European Economic Community, the Common Market, and the European Community)


1). EU wants to promote development through economic unity


2). Went to a common currency, Euro, in 1999


3). Western Europe now wealthiest market in world

At present, economic success is more important than military success!

