The Race for Sacred Space
Introduction

One effect religion has on the cultural landscape is that it organizes certain space into sacred spaces, reserved for worship and other religious activities.  As religious groups apportion space to religious purposes, sometimes they come into conflict with other religious groups, or with secular users vying for control of the same space.

One such sacred space is Stonehenge, a Neolithic monument whose exact origins are still a subject of investigation.  Practitioners of neo-druidism claim this site as a sacred space.  The druids have had persistent conflict with authorities over their ability to worship at the site while having to share it with the tourists that come to Stonehenge in large numbers.

Your exercise will be to take a pilgrimage to two Sacred Spaces.  One of these holy sites will be sacred to a universalizing religion, and one will be sacred to an ethnic religion.  These sites should be considered Holy Places- because something extraordinary happened there!  

You will assemble a short PowerPoint analyzing the religion’s effects on the landscape (noting burial areas, religious settlements, administration of space, & encroachment of development upon the holy place).  

Photopeach or WeVideo make interesting presentation platforms because you can add music.
You may bring a partner on your trip! (
Examples of some Sacred Spaces:

Buddha’s Birthplace (Buddhism)



The Wailing Wall (Judaism)

Mecca (Islam)






City of Jerusalem (Christianity)

The Golden Temple (Sikhism)




Shatrunjaya Hill (Jainism)

Mr. Kailas (Hinduism)




Mt. Blanco (Navajo)

Shrine of the Bab (Bahaiism)




Church of the Holy Sepulcre (Christianity)


Presentation:
Slide 1) Go to the Wikipedia and research “Holy Sites.”  Choose two (2):  one for a universal religion, and one for an ethnic religion.  Display a picture of each site, with a few sentences of its history.  Include in your overview if there has been any conflict over the space through history.
Slide 2) Investigate your sacred site by finding it on Google Maps (or the map site of your preference).  Are there other holy places of other faiths nearby?  How does the apportioning of land affect the layout of the sacred space?
Slide 3) Analyze the religious effect of this site on the cultural landscape.  Find two examples for each site that highlight this religion.  Consider burial areas, religious settlements, sites of worship, administration of space, and encroachment.  
Slide 4 EC) Price plane tickets and lodging for your pilgrimage.  Do the vendors providing travel and lodging in this area make any specific effort to cater to the religious group whose site this is?  
Enjoy your trip and have a religious experience! (
